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2009
IEMA Conference

Sept. 8-10, 2009
Crowne Plaza Hotel,
Springfield

IESMA is a proud sponsor of the
conference and annual golf outing.

See IEMA'’s website for
on-line registration.

Thank you SET Environmental for
sponsoring Wednesday'’s
(Sept. 9th) hospitality room
on the 14th floor.

Sign up for IESMA’s golf outing and
sponsor/exhibitor info.
(see pp. 6-7).

Emergency Management Network

A Publication of the Illinois Emergency Services Management Association

From the President
Joe Victor
Douglas County EMA

IESMA members it has been a little over three months since we left our
conference in Decatur. On Behalf of the Conference Committee | would like to
thank all of those who attended. | trust that each of you where able to find
some item of interest of knowledge to take back to your Communities to assist
you in building a stronger program. | would like to publicly thank the Committee
and IESMA partners for the dedication and hours spent in this year’s planning
process. Please know the Conference Committee has reviewed your evaluations
and is taking them into account in preparation for next April's get together. To
that end, Peoria’s Ramada and Conference Center has been selected as the 2010
conference venue.

I would also like to thank the Regional Vice Presidents for staying over the
extra day to work with the Executive Board on a plan to better serve each of our
regions. It is with regret | accepted the resignation of Region 3 RVP Don
Wenzel. Job duties have forced Don to allocate his time elsewhere. | am working
with Region 3 to name a replacement but | want to take this opportunity to
thank Don for his time and commitment to IESMA and Region 3 members. Don
assured me he will stay active in IESMA as time commits.

It has also been a busy three months in the state with the weather related
incidents and the public health alert regarding the HIN1 flu. We have worked
closely with IEMA, ITTF and IDPH to stay on top of the flu situation.

Just a few remainders. Be looking for the notice regarding the redistribution of
StarCom radios for those who have not received one. Also we are looking
towards the rollout of the new website design and the next round of EOC
technical grants.

Please feel free to contact your Regional Vice President, or Chuck, John or
myself if you have any question or concerns that we can assist you with. Contact
information is on the back page of the newsletter.

Congratulations to the lllinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network. As many of
you know our association has been assisting with the development of this asset.
As of May, a public works mutual aid agreement was put into operation in the
southern part of the state, which | hope serves as a example of what the rest of
the regions can accomplish with this tremendous asset.

Lastly, let me encourage you to register for the ISARC (see pp. 4-5) and IEMA
conferences. Both are great training grounds to further your knowledge and
expertise. Don't forget the IESMA-sponsored golf outing at the IESMA
conference. Both the golf outing and sponsorship opportunities are included in
this newsletter. Without your participation and support of the outing and the
conference, IESMA programs would not be possible.

Be safe.
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Your Association’s Management Team

The IESMA Board in April approved Nancy Schilling to fill the new Program Manager position and Danielle Eades

as the Project Manager.

“These positions reflect the not only the growth of the Association in terms of membership and initiatives, but the
need and desire of the Board to be the resource for all local emergency managers in lllinois, to maintain existing
working relationships with partner agencies and groups, and to seek out others who share IESMA's mutual goals,”

said IESMA President Joe Victor.

Nancy and Danielle are guiding the day-to-day business of IESMA including a permanent point of contact for
members, and oversight of specific Association programs and projects like the budget and EOC grant program as
well as special projects. Many thanks to the lllinois Terrorism Task Force and the lllinois Law Enforcement Alarm

System for financial and programmatic support of the two positions, and for support of IESMA overall.

IESMA’s address and phone number:
1701 E. Main St., Urbana, IL 61802
217-531-0484

Nancy Schilling, Program Manager
nancejay@hotmail.com

Many of you know Nancy who has been the IESMA Treasurer for the past four plus years and
past IESMA President. Nancy is the Randolph County EMA Coordinator, a position she’s held
since 1997. She is a member of the IL-IMT and handles the finances for the team; a member
of IEMMAS and is an lllinois Professional Emergency Manager. Her main duties as IESMA
Program Manager include: budget, grant coordination, and overall IESMA program
management.

Nancy is married to Danny, has two children and three grandchildren, and is a resident of
Evansville.

Danielle Eades, Project Manager
dleades@ileas.org

Danielle is our day-to-day contact for members. She staffs the IESMA office now housed
within ILEAS and her work focuses on administrative and special project tasks. Danielle has
her EMT-B and FFII certificates and serves as Fire Ground Captain on the Cooksville Fire Dept
and Firefighter/EMT for Towanda Fire Department. She currently serves as an Officer on
McLean County EMA and is a certified Search and Rescue Manager and Technical Search
Planner. She serves on several committees and is an EMT with lllinois State University. She is
currently working on a Bachelor's degree in Emergency Management and Disaster Relief from
American Public University System, and is the emergency management grant coordinator for
ILEAS.

2010 Membership Renewal Process

Head’s up. Sometime in September, you will receive a Membership

Renewal Form which will be due back to IESMA by Dec. 31, 2009. The form

will also be available on IESMA's website. Membership categories:
Delegate $65
Pro-Tech $65
Associate $45
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Christian County’s Elected Official Manual:

To Better Prepare Them for a Local Disaster
by Mike Crews, Christian County EMA Manager

One thing I'm certain we have all
struggled with as Emergency Managers,
is the plans we work so hard to write,
will never be read by the Policy makers.
Of course, these are the folks that must
have "buy in" to emergency prepared-

Emergency Preparedness

for the

Elected Official

In this booklet, the term disaster
will have more significant meaning
than a "routine emergency.”
Generally, if a community's resources
have been depleted or severely
overburdened in two disciplines (i.e.

ness activities, regardless if a disaster i
has taken place or not.
A lack of understanding could easily
translate into reduced budgets as we
make our pitch for our share of the pie.
From the policy maker's perspective,
sitting down to read a 300 page
Emergency Operations Plan would be a

fire service and public works) a
disaster has occurred.

Through seasonal change and
simple geography, Christian County is
vulnerable to many environmental
hazards in varying degrees
throughout the year. Snowstorms,
thunderstorms with high winds,

less than appealing proposition. So with
the thought of balancing the informa-
tion contained within the plan and creating a "good read"
for these folks, | came up with an idea. Write a book!

Now, | know what you're thinking..."great, give them even
MORE reading!"

Let me offer to you however, that providing our local
policy makers with the information from the EOP in an easy
to read booklet form (complete with pictures!) has been
especially well received.

The booklet is 72 pages in length with a production cost
of $10 per copy. Each mayor, treasurer, clerk and township
supervisor from all of the Christian County communities and
townships received a copy. Perhaps this is an idea you
may want to consider.

Below is the book Introduction, which outlines the intent
and importance of reading the booklet.

"This booklet was prepared for all Christian County
elected officials with a goal to better prepare them for a
local disaster. There are many books available for elected
officials to read concerning the role of the community's
leader organizing emergency management activities. This
text however, focuses on specific Christian County needs
and resources. | believe this booklet will be especially
beneficial for newly elected officials who are suddenly
thrust into an emergency management role without any
prior experience or knowledge of what the local capabilities
and resources are.

By definition, a disaster is the impact of a natural or man-
made hazard that negatively affects society or the environ-
ment. The word disaster may conjure up a variety of
situations depending on the context placed by the persons
speaking and listening. To someone who has lost a garage
from a fire, using the term disaster would be accurate
when looking at the impact to that individual's household.
However, the fire department that responded to this fire
would aptly classify the response as an emergency.

tornadoes, flash floods and ice
storms are potential threats to our
citizens. Further, Christian County contains significant
transportation corridors and infrastructures; if they are
affected, there is a possibility of great bodily harm,
property damage and or profound economic impact upon
our communities.

Fortunately, these types of disasters are not an
everyday occurrence to Christian County communities. In
fact, major disasters may occur years apart from one
another. Thus, many elected officials do not have any
first hand experience in disaster recovery. In addition,
the percentage of elected officials who have had any
formal emergency management training in Christian
County is negligible.

This booklet focuses on major, broad activities expected
to take place during a disaster. It is intended as a guide
with helpful systematic actions to take during varying
situations.

You will find the booklet broken up into numerous
disaster related topics separated by tabs. | have
attempted to provide an overview of that topic, as well
as what actions may need to be considered before,
during and after the disaster takes place.

Also within the booklet is an overview of the different
types of resources and agencies that are specific to
Christian County. The intent is to familiarize you with
other like resources outside of your community
boundaries, which may be utilized to assist your
community during a disaster.

I would strongly recommend reviewing this information
periodically to refresh your memory. History has shown
that the elected officials who took a proactive approach
to disaster preparedness responded more quickly. Their
preparedness played a significant role in easing the
anxieties of those whose lives were affected.

Continued on p. 8
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2009 lllinois Search & Rescue Conference
ISARC Conference Registration is Now Open!

IESMA Sponsors ISARC Conference

by Anthony E. Marzano, CEM, Assistant Director / Chief of
Operations, Will County Emergency Management Agency

At their April Executive Board meeting, IESMA voted to
partner with the lllinois Search and Rescue (SAR) Council as
a sponsor for the 2009 lllinois Search and Rescue Confer-
ence. The Conference will be held August 21-23, 2009 at
Rend Lake Resort in Whittington. This conference is
designed to bring together land search and rescue (SAR)
teams from all across the state (and beyond) to learn, train,
and network. The SAR Council would like to extend our
appreciation to the IESMA board and express our enthusi-
asm for continuing to work through IESMA to enhance the
SAR capability across lllinois.

The lllinois SAR Council has its roots going back to 2001,
but really began to formalize as a statewide organization
beginning in 2007. The council is comprised of government
and not-for-profit search and rescue organizations that are
working together toward a common goal of enhancing the
delivery of SAR services across lllinois. To that end, the
Council has a number of programs and initiatives which
support that goal. The annual conference we are holding in
August is one of those programs, but the Council’s activities
go beyond that.

Training is another critical program, and the SAR Council
has a standardized land SAR training program to train local
responders in everything from initial SAR response through
search management and technical search planning. The
SAR council conducts these courses through a cadre of
instructors and trainers throughout the state. Our program
was recognized in 2007 with an award from the National
Association of Search and Rescue (NASAR).

MEMBER FOCUS:
Harold Damron, IESMA Region 5 RVP

I have been in emergency management since March,
1985. | volunteered as the emergency management
coordinator for the Village of Mokena until June, 1999.
During that time, | also started working full-time for Will
County EMA beginning in January, 1991.

I have been the director of the Will County Emergency
Management Agency since October, 2007. For an
emergency manager, Will County represents a
tremendously challenging environment. In addition to the
tornadoes, floods, and winter storms that threaten all of
lllinois, Will County is home to nuclear plants, oil refineries,
12 railroads (passenger and freight), 4 interstates, 30 pipe-
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Photo by Ryan Buckingham, Franklin County EMA.

(Top) USARC Park Ranger
Lena Bennett, Franklin
County EMA Division Chief
Becky Norris, and Will
County EMA Division Chief
Dave Sullivan conducting
search planning.

(Left) McLean County SAR
| team members fan out
during a recent exercise.

lines, 335 regulated chemical facilities, barge traffic, a
NASCAR racetrack, intermodal terminals, and other high-
profile infrastructure. This is all mixed together with about
700,000 residents, and is still about two-thirds farm land.
In addition, I am an adjunct professor in Loyola University’s
Healthcare Emergency Management program. Besides my
new role as IESMA Region 5 VP, | also serve on Will
County’s Emergency Telephone System Board and the
lllinois Terrorism Task Force. | hold certifications as a CEM,
IPEM, CFM, and ENP.

| think there are two big challenges facing emergency
managers: 1.) keeping up with the rapidly changing world
of emergency management, including expanding
responsibilities, new regulations, new guidelines, and
education and certification; 2.) finding common ground
among emergency managers with a wide variety of
backgrounds, jurisdictions, resources, and priorities in
order to achieve common goals and ensure our interests
are addressed at the state and federal levels.

I have been married to Barbara for eleven years. We are
life-long residents of Mokena, lllinois.






Scenes from the Midwest Emergency
Preparedness Conference

Photos by Sue Coers, IEMA Region 2

WINNEBAGO COUNTY
LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE
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Don’t forget to visit the IESMA
booth at the IEMA conference!

Many thanks to our 2009 Conference
sponsors, exhibitors, and speakers. We
couldn’t do the conference without you!
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News and Resources

Subcommittee on Disaster Reduction:
www.sdr.gov/

Suspicious Mail Training:

The lllinois Terrorism Task Force has developed a training
program for government, private sector and the public on
basic safety procedures to follow when faced with a
suspicious piece of mail or suspect a bomb. The program
includes a threat checklist brochure, a sample action plan
for dealing with suspicious packages, and a downloadable
30-minute media presentation with audio narrative. Please
share this information with the organization(s)/jurisdiction
you represent.
www.ready.illinois.gov/during/SuspiciousMail.htm

August 4th next IPEM Review Committee.
Get your application or renewal in today!

Book: “Emergency Management: The American
Experience 1900-2005” (2008)
http://www.riskinstitute.org

Search under “Publications”

FEMA'’s Catastrophic Earthquake Planning
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/hazus/hz_catastroplan.shtm

New Madrid Bicentennial

In 2011 and 2012, there will be events held throughout the
central U.S. observing the 200th Anniversary of the great 1811-
1812 New Madrid earthquakes that forever changed the mid-
western landscape. See more at:
www.newmadridbicentennial.org

Murray State’s Center for Telecommunications System
Management
www.murraystate.edu/tsm/ctsm/about.html

U.S. Geological Survey Earthquake Hazards
Program
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/

Central U.S. Earthquake Consortium
http://www.cusec.org/

Next IESMA Board Meeting &
Special Call Membership Meeting
Thurs., Sept. 10, 2009
Immediately following the end of the
IEMA Conference.



2009 IESMA Conference

Photos by Doug Clark, Du Quoin EMA










Elected Officials Guide
Cont.’d from page 3

I am hopeful that this booklet will stir a greater interest
in disaster preparedness with many of our elected officials.
As the Christian County Emergency Manager, | intend to
provide you with all the resources of this office to better
prepare your communities.

I will gladly share the contents of the booklet if you are
interested.

Mike Crews

Christian County Emergency Manager

Christiancoesda@ctitech.com

(217) 820-0912

Santa Rosa County
EMA, FL produced a
handy shelter-in-place
fact sheet.
www.santarosa.fl.gov/
news/index.html
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JOB OPENING
Emergency Management Coordinator
City of Naperville, IL

The City of Naperville's Fire Department is currently seeking an
Emergency Management Coordinator to work under the
direction of the Naperville Fire Chief. The Emergency
Management Coordinator will plan, design, implement, and
communicate the emergency management program for city-
wide preparedness and response to natural or man-made
emergencies, including terrorism. The incumbent in this position
will coordinate various internal and external resources to
integrate and prioritize efforts necessary to respond
appropriately to the nature and magnitude of the emergency.

Key to the success of this position will be establishing and
maintaining effective working relationships with federal, state
and local governmental agencies and community partners
(including corporate, academic, citizen and medical groups) to
coordinate emergency preparedness response, mitigation and
recovery programs. The individual selected will be responsible
for facilitating cooperation between the public and private sector
by reaching out to the business community to assist with their
planning and training efforts.

The chosen candidate will also be expected to prepare and
provide training to all city employees, public officials and local
organizations regarding emergency planning and response;
audit and evaluate departmental readiness to respond to
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) exercises and disasters;
manage and coordinate efforts to explore and secure external
funding opportunities; oversee grant availability and application
for state and federal funding for emergency preparedness;
function as the department's information representative with the
media concerning emergency incidents; and will be responsible
for the preparation and administration of the program budget.

Skills in managing or serving as a consultant during emergency
incidents, deployment analysis, and decision-making are essential
for this position. Additionally, knowledge of applicable federal,
state and local laws and the ability to influence individuals at all
management levels and quickly and accurately analyze the core
issues and actions needed to respond to an emergency in
progress are also crucial.

To qualify for this position, candidates must possess a Bachelors
degree in Emergency Management, Public Administration,
Criminal Justice, Business Administration, Fire Science or a
related field. A related Masters degree is preferred. Additional
requirements include five to seven years of experience in
emergency services, criminal justice, civil defense or public
administration as well as a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM)
certification or willingness to pursue within one year of appoint-
ment.

The City of Naperville, lllinois is a dynamic community of 140,000
residents, conveniently located 28 miles west of Chicago. Money
Magazine recently named Naperville as the third best city in the
United States in which to live. And it's also a great place to work!
Our municipal government employs over 1,000 dedicated
individuals in a wide range of job categories. In return for your
"great service all the time", we'll provide you with a starting
salary from the mid 70's to low $90's based on experience, in
addition to an outstanding benefits package.

For additional information, please visit our website,
www.naperville.il.us; or to apply, please e-mail your cover letter
and resume to apply@naperville.il.us.

The City of Naperville is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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lllinois Emergency Services Management Association

1701 E. Main
Urbana, IL 61802

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

JULY 2009 NEWSLETTER

Joseph Victor
President

Douglas County ESDA
P.O. Box 107

Tuscola, IL 61953

(B) 217-253-5235
DCC@douglasema.org

Nancy J. Schilling, IPEM

IESMA Program Manager, Treasurer
Randolph County ESDA

#1 Taylor Street/Courthouse

Chester, IL 62233

(B) 618-853-2621

(Fax) 618-853-2342
nancejay@hotmail.com

John Simon, IPEM
1st Vice President
Adams County EMA
222 N. 52nd Street
Quincy, IL 62305

(B) 217-277-2005
jsimon@co.adams.il.us

Susan A. Vancil, IPEM

Secretary

Lake County Stormwater Mgmt Commission
333 Peterson Road

Libertyville, IL 60048

(B) 847-918-5265

(Fax) 847-918-9826
svancil@lakecountyil.gov

Regional Vice Presidents (IESMA RVP regional map available on the IESMA website)
Region 1 Kent McKenzie, CEM, Lake County EMA, 847-377-7025, kmckenzie@Iakecountyil.gov
Region 2 Stephen Holbert, Stephenson County EMA, 815-599-0344, stcoema2@yahoo.com

Region 3TBA

Region 4 Jim Goldasich, Putnam County EMA, 815-882-2460, jmgold@nabbnet.com
Region 5 Harold Damron, Will County EMA, 815-740-8352, hdamron@uwillcountyillinois.com

Region 6 Bob Fitzsimmons, Jacksonville/Morgan County ESDA, 217-245-6075, bfitzsimmons@jacksonvilleil.com

Region 7 Curtis Hawk, McLean County EMA, 309-888-5020, curtis.hawk@mcleancountyil.gov
Region 8 Larry Ringering, Madison County EMA, 618-939-8681, Iringering@co.madison.il.us
Region 9 Russ Thomas, IPEM, Effingham County EMA, 217-536-6169, esda@xel.net

Region 11 O.D. Troutman, Metropolis ESDA, 618-524-2120, TheTrout@hcisn.net

Chuck Genesio

2nd Vice President

Du Quoin ESDA

P.O. Box 466

Du Quoin, IL 62832

(B) 618-542-2009
cgenesio@comnetus.net

David A. Christensen

Immediate Past President

Hoffman Estates EMA

1900 Hassell Road

Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

(B) 847-781-2647
david.christensen@hoffmanestates.org

Danielle Estes

IESMA Project Manager
ILEAS/IESMA

1701 E. Main

Urbana, IL 61802

(B) 217-531-0484
dleades@ileas.org
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